Sheppey Area Committee Matters Arising Report February 2026

New actions/issues and progress with ongoing actions

on Minster Leas

fit equipment on Minster Leas was in need of
maintenance and also asked if it was possible
to install memorial benches on the seafront if
they were funded externally? A local mental
health organisation were keen to fund a bench
in Sittingbourne and/or on the Isle of Sheppey.
The Chair said that the issues would be
referred to the Greenspaces Team.

No. | ltem Background Actions/updates
1. Health facilities in the | Members suggested that a representative from | A representative will be invited to attend a
East of the Isle of the National Health Service (NHS) be invited to | future meeting.
Sheppey a future Sheppey Area Committee meeting.
2, Kent County Council | It was agreed that representatives from KCC An invitation has been extended to KCC
Education Education be invited to a future Sheppey Area | Education to attend a future meeting.
Committee meeting to answer questions that
frequently arose at meetings:
3. Sport England — It was agreed that representatives from Sport A representative will be invited to attend a
Active Kent and England, Active Kent and Medway be invited to | future meeting.
Medway a future Sheppey Area Committee meeting to
answer questions that frequently arose at
meetings:
4, Keep-fit equipment Councillor Tom Nundy reported that the keep- | The Greenspaces Manager responded to the

issues raised as follows:

Our regular inspections have highlighted and
identified several maintenance issues with the
fitness equipment at Minster Leas. Officers
have been trying to source spare parts from
the original manufacturer (The Great Outdoor
Gym Company based in Faversham), but
following some company changes we have
experienced difficulties. We are currently
trying to source spares via an alternative
route.




It is not currently possible to place a memorial
bench at Minster Leas due to the limited
space available, but we would be willing to
consider other sites on the seafront at
Sheerness or in greenspaces throughout the
Borough.

Barton’s Point

Councillors requested that regular updates
should be provided at future Sheppey Area
Committee meetings under the Matters Arising
item.

All political parties have nhow nominated their
representative and the first working group met
on 21 January 2026. Regular updates will be
sent to Environmental Services and Climate
Change Committee and Economy and
Property Committee and this Area Committee
following any decisions.

Household Support
Fund to be replaced
by the Crisis
Resilience Fund

The Community & Partnerships Manager
advised that the Crisis Resilience Fund is
replacing Household Support Fund as of April
2026 and we are still waiting on Government
guidance which is due in January 2026.
Further information will be provided at the
February 2026 Sheppey Area Committee
Meeting if available.

Government has released the guidance for
CRF, we are now waiting for KCC to issue
information about the level of funding we may
receive and what the expectations are for us
to deliver local support.

Crisis and Resilience Fund: Guidance for
local authorities in England (1 April 2026 to
31 March 2029) - GOV.UK

Area of Special
Control of
Advertisements
(ASCA)

Swale Borough Council currently does not have
an ASCA. Since the adoption of the Heritage
Strategy in 2020 and subsequent Action Plans
wherein a number of Conservation Areas have
been reviewed, it has been proposed that in
order to better manage and maintain Swale’s
historic environment and heritage, targeted
ASCA can prove beneficial for conservation
areas with a commercial centre.

The draft consultation document is currently
progressing through the Council’s approval
process. It was presented to the PTPWG on
18 December 2025 and is scheduled for
consideration by the Policy & Resources
Committee on 4 February 2026. Subject to the
Committee’s approval, the public consultation
is expected to take place in spring 2026.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/crisis-and-resilience-fund-guidance-for-local-authorities-in-england-1-april-2026-to-31-march-2029/the-crisis-and-resilience-fund-guidance-for-local-authorities-in-england-1-april-2026-to-31-march-2029
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/crisis-and-resilience-fund-guidance-for-local-authorities-in-england-1-april-2026-to-31-march-2029/the-crisis-and-resilience-fund-guidance-for-local-authorities-in-england-1-april-2026-to-31-march-2029
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/crisis-and-resilience-fund-guidance-for-local-authorities-in-england-1-april-2026-to-31-march-2029/the-crisis-and-resilience-fund-guidance-for-local-authorities-in-england-1-april-2026-to-31-march-2029

Any designation needs to be based on public
consultation and must follow specific legal
steps, including consideration of the order by
the Secretary of State.

Following an all members briefing in May 2024,
it was agreed that a draft consultation document
be prepared for approval by the Planning
Committee,  before  undertaking  public
consultation.

Sheerness -
Conservation Area
Reviews

Regular updates on Marine Town & Mile Town
Conservation Area Review and the Bluetown
Conservation Area Review come to Sheppey
Area Committee meetings.

The Design & Heritage Team provided the
following updates:

Sheerness- Marine Town & Mile Town
Conservation Area Review - press
notifications to London Gazette and one local
newspaper are now submitted. The final
adopted version of the appraisal documents
is envisaged to be published on the SBC
website by mid-February 2026. The adopted
map of redesignated Conservation areas with
their changed boundaries are available on the
SBC website.

Sheerness- Bluetown Conservation Area
Review - review of Sheerness Blue Town
Conservation Area is estimated to start in
spring of 2026 as part of Heritage Strategy-
Action Plan 2.




Local Heritage List

The second round of the Local Heritage List
‘invitation to nominate’ closed on 31 October
2025.

The Selection Panel met on Tuesday 13
January 2026 and has  confirmed
approximately 80 additional assets for
inclusion on Swale’s Local Heritage List.
These are scheduled to be presented to the
Policy & Resources Committee for ratification
on 4 February 2026. The Panel also agreed
that the next round of the Local Heritage List
‘invitation to nominate’ will take place in 2027.

Pride in Place
Programme

At the December 2025 Sheppey Area
Committee meeting the Director of
Regeneration & Neighbourhoods said that the
Pride in Place Programme was launched by
Government in September 2025 and Sheppey
East had been awarded £20m over 10 years
starting from 2026. SBC would be the
accountable body. The funding had been
awarded based on data and the Government
would be releasing a data pack to help the
Board target interventions. The three strategic
objectives were:

e Building stronger communities;
e creating thriving places; and
e empowering people to take back control.

An independent Board would be set up and be
considered by the Policy & Resources
Committee about how the external Chair would
be appointed. The next step would be to get a
delivery plan in place ready for the

At the time of writing, the data pack is still
awaited.

Officers met with Kevin McKenna MP and a
representative from the Communities Delivery
Unit at MHCLG very late last year and
confirmed a shared understanding of the
programme. Further guidance was released
soon after.

MHCLG are hosting an information and
networking event related to PiP in London on
12th February. The invite has been shared
widely with over 70 community and interest
group representatives. SBC  will be
represented by the Head of Place and
Community and Partnerships Manager. It is
hoped many Sheppey East reps will join them.

A paper has been prepared for the Council’s
Policy and Resources Committee on 4th
February, for members to review how SBC can




Government to sign-off. Delivery funding would
be received in March 2027.

best support the establishment and operation
of the Board.

Capacity funding has been confirmed to
ensure SBC can fulfil its various support roles.
Early capital funding of £120k has also been
confirmed, for ‘quick win’ priority interventions.

Preparation for recruitment of the Chair and
Board members will begin in earnest in March.
Listening exercises will take place across
Sheppey East to understand the issues
residents would most like the funding to
address.

Swale Local Walking
and Cycling
Infrastructure Plan
(LCWIP)

Public consultation was carried out to gather
local views on the proposals. Engaging with
people who walk, wheel, or cycle in Swale, as
well as those generally interested in the
Borough’s future infrastructure, helped ensure
the LCWIP reflects community priorities. The
cycling and walking routes, updated following
stakeholder engagement, were consulted on
for six weeks during September and October
2025. The public were able to participate
through an online consultation webpage, which
included details of the LCWIP, an interactive
mapping tool with all proposed routes and an
accompanying questionnaire. In-person
consultation stands were also put up at a
number of locations around Swale with details
of the proposals and feedback forms. Written
feedback was also received throughout the

The public suggested adjustments to route
alignments and interventions to maximise
benefits, as well as ideas for new measures.

The online consultation received the following

volume of engagement:

e 264 active users engaged with the
consultation webpage

¢ 311 comments were received across all
feedback methods

e 34 consultees completed the
questionnaire

e 21 pins were left on the interactive
mapping tools.

As a result of this feedback, some routes will
have some changes or additions and more
interventions will be added to the maps. The




consultation period. Feedback was sought on
the proposed routes and interventions.

routes will also be prioritised based on Active
Travel England criteria before the LCWIP is
finalised ready for Council sign-off. It is
expected that this will be in March 2026.

10.

Area Committees
Review

A review of Area Committees has taken place,
councillors and officers were consulted for their
views. The Member Working Group have
reviewed the consultation responses, along
with feedback from the sessions at Area
Committee meetings. They agreed 14
recommendations went to the Policy &
Resources Committee on 26 November 2025
and 13 January 2026 for consideration.

On 28 January 2026 the recommendations
went to Full Council for consideration. A
verbal update will be given at the Sheppey
Area Committee meeting.




